
NINETEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

~ c;,~ SESSION, 2015 S. B. NO. 19- S-D 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

To amend 1 CMC § 2807 to require all public land leases to 
mandate that the lessees connect to the CUC power grid; and for 
other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NINETEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS 
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature finds that during the rolling 

2 Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) power blackouts between years 2006-2008 

3 in Saipan, the large hotels and businesses were taken off the power grid in order for CUC 

4 to accommodate its residential and small business customers. However, since the 

5 stabilization of the power grid and the increase in power production megawatts, some 

6 hotels and businesses continue to use their generators to provide power to their 

7 establishments. This has resulted in high power costs for the existing customers on the 

8 CUC power grid because the small power users are paying for the fuel and maintenance 

9 of the power plant engines. The Legislature finds that one way to reduce the cost of the 

10 power is for most if not all power users connect to the CUC power grid. 

11 The Legislature further finds that leasing public lands is a privilege for investors 

12 and businesses. Investors that desire to do business in the Commonwealth should 

13 contribute to the development and enhancement of the infrastructure of the islands. One 

14 way to contribute to such development is for such investors and businesses to connect to 

15 the CUC power grid. This will spread out the cost of power productions among all the 

16 power customers and generate more funds necessary to upgrade, improve, and maintain 

17 the CUC power systems. Accordingly, the purpose of this legislation is to mandate that 
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all public land leases be subject to a condition that the lessee COlUlect to the power grid of 

2 the CUC for the duration of the lease. 

3 Section 2. Amendment. 1 CMC § 2807 is hereby amended by adding a new 

4 section (d) to read as follows: 

5 "(d) All public land leases shall be subject to a condition that the lessee 

6 COlUlects to the power grid of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation for the 

7 duration of the public land lease." 

8 Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or the application of any 

9 such provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of 

10 competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to 

11 persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid shall not be affected 

12 thereby. 

13 Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not 

14 be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under 

15 statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation or order adopted under the statutes. 

16 Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under or 

17 pursuant to prior law. The enactment of this Act shall not have the effect of terminating, 

18 or in any way modifying, any liability civil or criminal, which shall already be in 

19 existence at the date this Act becomes effective. 

20 Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the 

21 Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. 

u 
t Sen. Arnold 1. Pal~cios 



.

SENATE BILL NO. 19- 5 0 


Ei:MU~!r 

Senate Legal Counsel 

Page 3 



